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by Muhabbet Kemal Ko9ak 

A Short Note on the Studies of the Lepidoptera on the 
Soutpansberg Mountains (Limpopo, South Africa) 

In northern South Africa, the authors visited privately the Soutpansberg Mountains, especially Medike 
Mountain Reserve Station four times between the years of 2003 and 2004. This was their first attempts for observing, 
photographing and taking video records of the behaviours of the South African butterflies and moths in their natural 
environments. In order to contribute for determining the Lepidoptera fauna of the Soutpansberg Mountains, a 
remarkable collection of the whole Lepidopteran groups was made. The preparation of the specimens for scientific 
publications has been continuing. As the first results, the articles with the numbers 26, and 37 in the list below, were 
published in the Cesa serials. Earlier articles on African Lepidoptera were based upon the Ko9ak's expeditions to 
Ethiopia (no. 27, 28, 32, 34). Determination of the specimens of the Ethiopian collection has been continuing. Other 
publications, listed at the end of this issue, are the temporary results of the enormous Cesa Project entitled ''Lepidoptera 
of Africa (LAF) "^ , and of the nomenclatural studies. Further results will issue in the Cesa publications at irregular 
intervals. 



^ http ://www. cesa-tr. org/Cesaproj ects .htm 
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Fig.l — The author, Muhabbet Kemal during her observation at Medike western Soutpansberg Mountains, 21 September 2004 
(Cesa) 




Fig.2 — The author, Muhabbet Kemal during her observation at Medike western Soutpansberg Mountains, 3 April 2004 (Cesa) 
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Fig.4 —Sand River in the direction of north, crossing the Soutpansberg Mountains near Medike, 21 September 2004 (Cesa) 
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Fig. 5 - Muhabbet Kemal together with our dear friend Marietjie Underhay (on the right), during an observation tour around 
Medike, 18 September 2004 (Cesa) 




Fig. 6 - Muhabbet Kemal together with our dear friend Prof Dr. Ian Gaigher at Lajuma Highland, Soutpansberg Mountains, 22 
January 2003 (Cesa) 
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Fig. 7 - Muhabbet Kemal together with our dear friend Mr. P.P. le Roux and his partners, at Cycad Porest, eastern Soutpansberg 
Mountains, 3 1 January 2003 (Cesa) 




Fig. 8 — Authors together with our dear friend Willie Botha during a discuss of the Lepidoptera studies. Louis Trichardt, 26 
January 2003 (Cesa) 
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Fig. 9 — Authors together with our dear friends Hannes and Marietjie Underhay, at Medike, 3 February, 2003 (Cesa) 

24 Jannarfe 2003 ZOtTPANSBKRGER 



Turkish entomologists study iocal butterfiies 



LOtlS TRJCHAR1>T - BuiipilUes 
ar* a good iiiditytor ctf the condi- 
tion or tbr tinviroamcnt ajid ivticn 
!i(tid>-iiig tiicS« insects it metms thai 
the Soiitpansbcrg has iLaLural f c- 
SMUrccs in abiuiduncc. 

This is ajLTO-rttm^ to iwo cntoniotn- 
gisis fmin TUfkcy who nrf on a three- 
week' visii to iits«arch lisc bunerllic?; 
and inoths of the Souiptinsber^. 

ftof DrAhawtt tWrKt>::3kaiM3 bis 
spouse Dr Myhabbcl Kemal Koffi^ 
torn tht: YiiiUnuii YiJ UniversiLy in 
Van. II city in EastTurfeev ilLsraveral 
Lhe SouEpansbcrig vfbsa iicartlikig (hs 
lutcmet for acconmiodjirloii in Stniih 
Africa. Thej are turth fmm th; Biol- 
ogy Dcpariment of ihe Faculty of Sti- 
enrt and Li(eraiure of iheir Urttvcr- 
sily. 

«W:iTiitiallM;:::-;J;J:.'.i-.^^'.- 



day in Sm\h Allien and Uic fasL poii- 
live and IViendly replies ihati we got 
frocii the Uiidcitiay fiunily at Mcdifc; 
dL'[crniiioc(imitdtrsdnaTiO{i- nsher visi- 
fp[> at tlie DnhiawoIaJa C^ortagc where 
vi jtay a?ike(I mc why I chose the 
Soutpaiisbcrg. My reply was dial (at 
uit Sisucpajisbcff t^ SffliUi Aflica," says 
Prof Koffik, 

Tht'iriTireiesi in kpiiioptfuibauei- 
fUtN and lacfihif soon !ifha|Jcd liieir piro- 
poMd holiday into a rcscnrcls cx^n- 
CEice. Btlbre h* even left Ttukey. Pftif 
Kofiiii prepared a w^l>|)a£C w-iih a Jiit 
uf 37 butterfly specicrs of (be 
Souipan^berg thdt lie eorapilL'd from 
■icieniirEL liieiaiuiE. 

'i"hc fftot that more ihaa a hundred 
^pegiell can he tiJipecEed, iiidicaiiMt to 
Pnjf Kof ak that not enottgh rgsearvh 




Tno cntiimoloKisLs from Turkey urc on si Ihroe-weck vtBit to n^eardt the 
bvttcrllj^^s and moths of tho Stiutpnibiberf;, Ir'mf Dr Ahmcl Omcr Ki^^nk 
(i%bt| and hvi spouse Dr Muhabbet Kctiul Kflcak ritiiddlei sland with 
their hoste^iK, Hn, Muriel fie UndiThoy fr^mi Mcdiki;. 



^miipansb^r^. 

"We are happy to contribute to iJic lauEiEi and flora 
of thli wondwCul comer of So^th Afiita. Though 
the iime for rejdaiuh is luniiEd. wt try \a make an 
introduction to the butterfly fauna of Soutpansberg 
and to compile a list witii photos of the species that 
we obs^ndi/" 

The Ko^Ab iinived in Jjjuis Trichardt on Janu- 
aiy ] 4 in tiiL midst of n hL^at wave of 36"C, after 
having k:ft ihciitcHiBiEry in a freezing -25T. WiUiin 
due Hrst feu- days iu th« Souifuqiisbcri die Kodaks 
observed as Jiiimy as forty kp'uiupimi spccjej, They 
found oni; butreitly that was common to both the 
Swtpan^iberj: and Ibrfccy. 

'Tie butterflies in Afrii:Ji are very stroji^ llyers, 
w'hith lire ual easily foiind and iti:a m: photo- 
graphed. Thi! iiic of their tt'iagi and CoJunilioil an: 
miif iiiiK-eni." He explained that buticrflies arc very 
s<:nsirivL £:rf;u>jj-c?; niid ^nod itidic;ito.r.s [iFdi^tur- 

bLiJkL'S ill Lhi: flUurunTTKUL 

'"If [he diversity of bulterflies is bcht it indicaics 
tliat jutlhnioii i'l low and that the L-'iivirofiinent is ill 
a ^sotHJ condition." lie added thiit ai opposed to that 
ii>l Turkey, he found the natural environoicni of die 
^oiitpiiosber^ to be in a favourable Ctinditton, 

'Txvo birrt^i-fly iipecieji Wwrng us endetdt: {wide- 
' \--^-< Tpansbw^ are the iSfraimjw/Jiv/i 
■::i:. ■ : ■iwi]i\c ^QpiUn ofihUicirephiihif: 

i^!'',r ■:-.: ■:.■■ ■!i.- 1 ::!:£;beni Forest," 

lii ,^m^tLi.:iti L<- liii post at Ihetmiwrsity. Prof KiJ^ak 
is the UiTHTEof til theCctWieforFnUimrtlogica] Snid- 
icji Ankara, a private research eunlre. 'l"be Lepi Jop- 
tera Swiety of Africa fouudE^i ftfteeEi yearii Ma, 
appdiiKcd Pmf Ku?a]f as their only honorary mem- 
ber, 

The Ko^Jiks Wnx with Prof Gaighfir of Ujuma 
u'ho hai prcp:neJ an rrif<jnnarivc test or iht 
Suuip.iiti.bcrjj fonwjT. Miicy, The C'onscivaiiey re- 
ijuiru.s a full list of faij]i,'i and flora in which the 
Kodaks wilt gladly assiiit The itinerdiy of the 
Kodaks indutbs Lejumn. Sehoeniansdal Environ- 
mentaj Centre, Hangiip iind tlie niotmtain area, 
The I'lual remarJt of the Turkish uoiiple wa.s: "We 
iippivciate the haspitaJity of ihe people here, and 
Louis Tricbardi is a lovdv cjtv'" 



Fig. 10- An interview about the authors in the regional Newspaper, at Louis Trichardt, South Africa, 24 January 2003 (Cesa) 
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Fig.ll- Studying in the nights at Medike, South Africa, 16 April, 2004 (Cesa) 







Fig.ll- Observing butterflies by days at Medike, South Africa, 17 January, 2003 (Cesa) 
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Miscellaneous Images on the Biodiversity of Soutpansberg Mountains 

(figs. 13-36) 
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Miscellaneous Images on the Biodiversity of Soutpansberg Mountains 

(figs.37-60) 
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List of the 45 Publications on the Lepidoptera of Africa 

1. Ko9ak,A.O., 2007, Project of the Cesa: Lepidoptera of Africa (LAF). http://www.metafro.be/Members/Cesa/proiect.2007-07- 
18.3820575445/base view 

2. Ko9ak,A.O., 2007, Project of the Cesa: Catalogue of South African Lepidoptera 
aZA) http://www.metafro.be/Members/Cesa/proiect.2007-07-16.3668615978/base view 

3. Ko9ak,A.O., 2007, Articles on the African Lepidoptera (Insecta) published in the Serial Publication of the Cesa Miscellaneous 
Papers between the years of 1996-2007 http://www.metafro.be/Members/Cesa/intemet_sayfas304/base_view 

4. Kemal,M. & A.O.Ko9ak, 2007, South African Noctuidae species in the Fauna of Turkey (Lepidoptera) [42 species listed] 
http ://www.metafro.be/Members/Cesa/internet_sayfas3 05/base_view 

5. Kemal,M. & A.O.Ko^ak, 2007, Synonymous Checklist of the South African Lepidoptera [totally 7527 species listed] 
http://www.metafro.be/Members/Cesa/Cesapublafri2.pdf/base_view 

6. Ko9ak,A.O. & M.Kemal, 2007, Report on the Temporary Results of the Faunal Lists of Africa States based upon the Databank of 
the Cesa. I- Democratic Republic of Congo (Zaire) stand 18.7.2007 [totally 2683 sp. & ssp. listed] 
http://www.metafro.be/Members/Cesa/Cesapublafri3.pdf/base_view 

7. Ko9ak,A.O. & M.Kemal, 2007, Report on the Temporary Results of the Faunal Lists of African States based upon the Databank of 
the Cesa. 2. Rwanda stand 18.7.2007 [totally 359 sp. & ssp. listed] 
http://www.metafro.be/Members/Cesa/Cesapublafri4.pdf/base_view 

8. Ko9ak,A.O. & M.Kemal, 2007, Report on the Temporary Results of the Faunal Lists of African States based upon the Databank of 
the Cesa. 3. Nigeria stand 18.7.2007 [totally 1341 sp. & ssp. listed] 
http://www.metafro.be/Members/Cesa/Cesapublafri5.pdf/base_view 

9. Ko9ak,A.O. & M.Kemal, 2007, Report on the Temporary Results of the Faunal Lists of African States based upon the Databank of 
the Cesa. 4.Cameroon stand 18.7.2007 [totally 1791 sp. & ssp. listed] 
http://www.metafro.be/Members/Cesa/Cesapublafri6.pdf/base_view 

10. Ko9ak,A.O. & M.Kemal, 2007, Report on the Temporary Results of the Faunal Lists of African States based upon the Databank 
of the Cesa. 5. Tanzania stand 19.7.2007 [totally 1945 sp. & ssp. listed] 
http://www.metafro.be/Members/Cesa/Cesapublafri7.pdf/base view 

11. Ko9ak,A.O. & M.Kemal, 2007, Report on the Temporary Results of the Faunal Lists of African States based upon the Databank 
of the Cesa. 6. Uganda stand 19.7.2007 [totally 1891 sp. & ssp. listed] 
http://www.metafro.be/Members/Cesa/Cesapublafri8.pdf/base_view 

12. Ko9ak,A.O. & M.Kemal, 2007, Report on the Temporary Results of the Faunal Lists of African States based upon the Databank 
of the Cesa. 7. Zimbabwe stand 19.7.2007 [totally 1386 sp. & ssp. listed] 
http://www.metafro.be/Members/Cesa/Cesapublafri9.pdf/base_view 

13. Ko9ak,A.O. & M.Kemal, 2007, Report on the Temporary Results of the Faunal Lists of African States based upon the Databank 
of the Cesa. 8. Malawi stand 19.7.2007 [totally 900 sp. & ssp. listed] 
http://www.metafro.be/Members/Cesa/CesapublafrilO.pdf/base_view 

14. Ko9ak,A.O. & M.Kemal, 2007, Report on the Temporary Results of the Faunal Lists of African States based upon the Databank 
of the Cesa. 9. Algeria stand 19.7.2007 [totally 1482 sp. & ssp. listed] 
http://www.metafro.be/Members/Cesa/Cesapublafrill.pdf/base_view 
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15. Ko9ak,A.O. & M.Kemal, 2007, Report on the Temporary Results of the Faunal Lists of African States based upon the Databank 
of the Cesa. 10. Ethiopia stand 19.7.2007 [totally 940 sp. & ssp. listed] 
http://www.metafro.be/Members/Cesa/Cesapublafril2.pdf/base_view 

16. Ko9ak,A.O. & M.Kemal, 2007, Report on the Temporary Results of the Faunal Lists of African States based upon the Databank 
of the Cesa. 11. Kenia and Somalia stand 19.7.2007 [totally 2032 and 326 sp. & ssp. listed] 
http://www.metafro.be/Members/Cesa/Cesapublafril3.pdf/base_view 

17. Ko9ak,A.O. & M.Kemal, 2007, Report on the Temporary Results of the Faunal Lists of African States based upon the Databank 
of the Cesa. 12. Sudan stand 19.7.2007 [totally 764 sp. & ssp. listed] 
http://www.metafro.be/Members/Cesa/Cesapublafril4.pdf/base_view 

18. Ko9ak,A.O. & M.Kemal, 2007, Report on the Temporary Results of the Faunal Lists of African States based upon the Databank 
of the Cesa. 13. Angola stand 19.7.2007 [totally 919 sp. & ssp. listed] 
http://www.metafro.be/Members/Cesa/Cesapublafri 1 5.pdf/base_view 

19. Ko9ak,A.O. & M.Kemal, 2007, Synonymous List of the Lepidoptera recorded in Soutpansberg Mountains (Northern South 
Africa) [totally 561sp. listed] http://www.metafro.be/Members/Cesa/Cesapublafril6.pdf/base_view 

20. Ko9ak,A.O. & M.Kemal, 2007, Report on the Temporary Results of the Faunal Lists of African States based upon the Databank 
of the Cesa. 14. Mozambique stand 22.7.2007 [totally 853 sp. & ssp. listed] 
http://www.metafro.be/Members/Cesa/Cesapublafril7.pdf/base_view 

21. Ko9ak,A.O. & M.Kemal, 2007, Report on the Temporary Results of the Faunal Lists of African States based upon the Databank 
of the Cesa. 15. Madagascar stand 22.7.2007 [totally 1153 sp. & ssp. listed] 
http://www.metafro.be/Members/Cesa/Cesapublafri 1 8.pdf/base_view 

22. Ko9ak,A.O. & M.Kemal, 2007, Report on the Temporary Results of the Faunal Lists of African States based upon the Databank 
of the Cesa. 16. Tunis stand 22.7.2007 [totally 932 sp. & ssp. listed] 
http://www.metafro.be/Members/Cesa/Cesapublafril9.pdf/base_view 

23. Ko9ak,A.O. & M.Kemal, 2007, Report on the Temporary Results of the Lepidopteran List of Africa Continent based upon the 
Databank of the Cesa. stand 27.7.2007 [totally 18385 sp. & ssp. listed] 
http://www.metafro.be/Members/Cesa/Cesapublafri20.pdf/base_view 

24. Ko9ak,A.O. & M.Kemal, 2006, Notes on the nomenclature of some species group taxa in the genus Euproctis (s.l.) 
(Lepidoptera, Lymantriidae) [in Turkish]. Cent. ent. Stud., Misc. Pap. 102-103: 13-14. 

25. Kemal,M. & A.O.Ko9ak, 2006, List of the Elachistidae species in South Africa (Lepidoptera). Cent. ent. Stud., Misc. Pap. 99: 
3-5. 

26. Kemal,M. & A.O.Ko9ak, 2005, Butterflies of Medike (Soutpansberg Mountains, South Africa) with some notes on spring 
butterflies (Lepidoptera). Cent. ent. Stud., Misc. Pap. 91/92: 1-9, 1 Tab. 

27. Ko9ak,A.O.,1996, Results of the Lepidopterological expedition to Ethiopia in February 1996 L Introduction. Cent. ent. Stud., 
Misc. Pap. 27/28: 1-7 [in Turkish]. 

28. Ko9ak,A.O., 1996, [On the butterflies of Northern Addis Ababa (Ethiopia)]. Ethiop. Wildl. Nat. Hist. Soc, Newsl. 8: 6-7. 

29. Ko9ak,A.O.,1996, Complementary notes on the publication titled "Carcasson's African Butterflies" (Lepidoptera). Cent. ent. 
Stud., Misc. Pap. 27/28: 10-16 [in Turkish]. 

30. Ko9ak,A.O. & S. Seven, 1997, Etiyopya ile kom§u iilkelerinin Hesperiidae tiirleri ve dagihmlari hakkmda (Lepidoptera). Cent, 
ent. Stud., Misc. Pap. 48: 3-7. 

31. Ko9ak,A.O. & S. Seven, 1997, Etiyopya ile kom§u iilkelerinin Argynnidae tiirleri ve bazi taksonomik notlar (Lepidoptera). Cent, 
ent. Stud, Misc. Pap. 46: 1-4. 

32. Ko9ak,A.O.,1997, 1996 Eyliil ve Ekim aylarmda Etiyopya'ya yapilan entomolojik ekspedisyonun sonu9lari L Giri§. Cent. ent. 
Stud., Misc. Pap. 35/36: 1-4, 2 harita. 
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33. Seven,S.,1997, Metisella Hemming cinsinin Afrika'daki bir tiiriiniin nomenklatiirii hakkmda (Lepidoptera, Hesperiidae). Cent, 
ent. Stud., Misc. Pap. 48: 2-3. 

34. Ko9ak,A.O.,1997, Pieris brassicae (Linnaeus, 1758) tiiriiniin Eritre'de bulunu§u hakkmda (Lepidoptera, Pieridae). Cent. ent. Stud., 
Misc. Pap. 35/36: 4-6, 1 harita. 

35. Seven,S. 1997, Afrika'dan bir Lycaenidae tiiriiniin nomenklatiirii hakkmda (Lepidoptera). Cent. ent.Stud., Misc. Pap. 48: 1-2, 1 
harita. 

36. Seven,S., 1997, Etiyopya ile kom§u iilkelerinin Lycaenidae tiirleri ve bazi taksonomik notlar (Lepidoptera). Cent. ent. Stud., 
Misc. Pap. 43: 3-8. 

37. Kemal,M., 2004, On the butterflies of the Soutpansberg Mountains (South Africa) (Lepidoptera). Centr. ent. Stud., Misc. Pap. 
88/89: 1-13. 

38. Kemal,M. & Ko9ak,A.O., 2004, Pyralidae ara§tirmalari hakkmda (Lepidoptera) [About the studies on the Pyralidae 
(Lepidoptera)]. Centr. ent. Stud., Misc. Pap. 88/89: 14-15 [inTurkish with English abstract]. 

39. Kemal,M. & A.O.Ko9ak, 2005, Nomenclatural notes on the Papilionidae (Lepidoptera). Centr. ent. Stud, Misc. Pap. 91/92: 10- 
IL 

40. Kemal,M. & A.O.Ko9ak, 2005, Nomenclatural notes on various taxa of the moths (Lepidoptera). Centr. ent. Stud., Misc. Pap. 
91/92: 11-14. 

41. Kemal,M. & A.O.Ko9ak, 2005, Nomenclatural notes on the South African Lepidoptera (Gelechiidae, Lymantriidae). Centr. ent. 
Stud, Misc. Pap. 91/92: 15. 

42. Ko9ak,A.O. & M.Kemal, 2007, Replacement names for some Microlepidoptera (Lepidoptera). Centr. ent. Stud., Misc. Pap. 105: 

5-7 

43. Ko9ak,A.O. & M.Kemal, 2007, Report on the Temporary Evaluations on the Lepidoptera of some African states described by the 
various lepidopterists based upon the Databank of the Cesa. 1- Democratic Republic of Congo (Zaire) Cesa Publ. on African Lepid. 
21: 1-59, 10 Tab. http://www.metafro.be/Members/Cesa/Cesapublafri21.pdf/base_view 

44. Ko9ak,A.O. & M.Kemal, 2007, Report on the Temporary Evaluations on the Lepidoptera of some African states described by the 
various lepidopterists based upon the Databank of the Cesa. 2- Tanzania. Cesa Publ. on African Lepid. 22: 1-50, 10 Tab. 
http://www.metafro.be/Members/Cesa/Cesapublafri22.pdf/base_view 

45. Ko9ak,A.O. & M.Kemal, 2007, Report on the Temporary Evaluations on the Lepidoptera of some African states described by the 
various lepidopterists based upon the Databank of the Cesa. 3- Cameroon. Cesa Publ. on African Lepid. 23: 1-48, 9 Tab. 
http://www.metafro.be/Members/Cesa/Cesapublafri23 .pdf/base view 
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our stay in Louis Trichardt, South Africa. 
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